Meditations on the Writings of Vasily Kandinsky
for solo tuba, winds and percussion

Daniel Bukvich

Red
“...the sonority of fanfares with contributions from the tuba -- a persistent,
intrusive, powerful tone.”

Violet

“...the buzz and hum of double reeds -- oboes, shawms, english horns.”

Vermilion
“...sounds like the tuba with interjections of powerful drum beats.”

Blue

“...light blue -- flutes...deep blue -- bass tones of the organ with french
horns, trombones, and all kinds of tubas.”

Purple

“pure tones of little bells...called ‘raspberry-colored sounds’ in Russian.”



Meditations on the Writings of Vasily Kandinsky for solo tuba, winds and percussion was com-
posed in January 1996 for tuba soloist Jeffrey Funderburk. The writings used in Meditations are
quotes that refer to Kandinsky’s aural perception of visual color; for example: “Vermillion sounds
like the tuba with interjections of powerful drum beats.” Each of the five colors (or movements, in
musical terms) in Meditations attempts to capture the spirit of Kandinsky’s writing and painting,
not only musically but visually as well, for the score and notation are as important as the sound
they represent.

All players in the ensemble (including the tuba soloist) read copies of the same score and in many
instances the same line or staff of music. Harmonies result because of the different keys that the
instruments are built to play in. The American jazz composer Duke Ellington experimented with
this concept briefly in the early 1950s. The score also employs color notation, canon, table music
(reading music “upside-down”), reading music backwards, and the concepts of random downbeats
and ad libitum repeats first used by Terry Riley in the famous minimalistic piece In C (1963).



Daniel Bukvich

Meditations on the Writings of Vasily Kandinsky
for solo tuba, winds and percussion
Red
"...the sonority of fanfares with contributions from the tuba -- a persistent,
intrusive, powerful tone."
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Violet

1 "...the buzz and hum of double reeds -- oboes, shawms, english horns."
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Vermilion
E “,..sounds like the tuba with interjections of powerful drum beats."
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Blue

"...light blue -- flutes...deep blue -- bass tones of the organ with french horns,
trombones, and all kinds of tubas."
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Purple

"pure tones of little bells...called ‘raspberry-colored sounds' in Russian."
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